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Systematic Review of the Standards of Accreditation 
Request for Participation 

 
The Commission is pleased to announce that it has engaged the National Center for Higher Education 
Management Systems (“NCHEMS”) to undertake a Systematic Program of Review of the Standards of 
Accreditation. Dr. Peter Ewell, Vice President of NCHEMS, and Karen Paulson, a NCHEMS Senior 
Associate, are heading the research team that is conducting an external assessment of ACCSC’s 
accreditation standards and processes.  
 
NCHEMS will conduct a forthcoming survey of other accreditors and regulators, accredited institutions, 
faculty, current students, graduates, and employers representing the major occupations for which 
ACCSC-accredited institutions train students. The survey will attempt to gather information regarding the 
following general questions: 

a. Are the ACCSC Standards of Accreditation adequate to evaluate the quality of the education or 
training provided by the institutions it accredits? and 

b. Are the ACCSC Standards of Accreditation relevant to the educational or training needs of 
students and employers? 

 
In the coming weeks you will be contacted by NCHEMS with an e-mail survey – the Commission 
requests your participating and support by responding to the survey. Your responses will greatly assist 
the Commission with this important project. Your suggestions, comments, and responses to the surveys 
are critical to this evaluation process and the Commission will consider seriously your contributions. 
 
Once the survey is complete, NCHEMS will analyze the results and ascertain quantitatively the validity 
and reliability of ACCSC’s Standards of Accreditation as quality assurance measures. The results and 
analysis are important tools and measures that provide ACCSC with invaluable information about its 
accreditation process. ACCSC uses this information to identify any weak areas and to develop 
opportunities for improvement. The Systematic Program of Review is also used to demonstrate to the 
U.S. Department of Education and other regulatory partners the validity and reliability of ACCSC as an 
accreditor and quality assurance agent. Thus, your participation in this important study is of paramount 
importance. 
 
Thank you in advance for your participation. 


